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a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)

INSTRUCTIONS FOR OUR ONLINE IN-HOME WORSHIP SERVICE
Thank you for joining us today in our online in-home worship service! This service is designed to be used
with just one person or with your family and friends who have gathered to thank and praise Jesus for his
continued goodness to us. Print as many copies of this bulletin as you wish or follow along looking at this
file on any computer, tablet or phone.
Before watching, it may be helpful to remove distractions from the room such as pets, loud toys, etc. Parents
might explain to children that we will be worshiping Jesus while the video is playing, listening and
responding just like we usually do at church. It might feel a little odd at first to worship this way, but if you
explain the situation beforehand, you can expect better participation in your home.

SEASON OF EASTER 2020
Our worship series during the season of Easter is called “Witness.”
We will follow the appointed lectionary readings from the book of
Acts and see how the disciples carried out the instructions Jesus gave
them to be his witnesses, through the power of the Holy Spirit. They
were eyewitnesses of the resurrection. Not even the threat of death
could stop them from faithfully witnessing to others. Our prayer is
that through this worship series, we will be encouraged and
empowered to witness to the people around us, starting right here
where we live, and reaching out to the ends of the earth. We’ll see
where our witnessing power comes from, get practical advice on how to share Christ, and get an idea of
what to expect when we proclaim the wonderful Easter message of the risen Savior. God bless you as you
witness!

TODAY’S FOCUS
Last Sunday we saw Jesus himself appear resurrected to the two Marys. This week we look to two more
resurrection appearances, and we hear twice from Peter, one of the eyewitnesses of those appearances. In
the 1 Peter lesson today, Peter reminds us that just because we are not eyewitnesses does not mean we have
no joy or cannot witness to others. In today’s sermon, we will be brought to the miraculous Pentecost
sermon of Peter as we continue to be moved by the power of the resurrection and the joy of sharing it with
others.

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP
Bless us, O Lord, as we prepare to worship you today. Help us to concentrate on your life- saving gospel
which reminds us that heaven is ours. Help us take this to heart. Amen.
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ORDER OF SERVICE
OPENING HYMN

Like the Golden Sun Ascending
Christian Worship #147
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INVOCATION

Based on today’s Scripture Lessons

Minister: In the name of the Father, and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Christ is risen!
Congregation: He is risen indeed!
M: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
C: Whose mercy has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead.
M: Stop doubting and believe!
C: Blessed are those who have not seen, and yet believe.
M: Peace be with you.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: To you, O Lord – Father, Son + and Holy Spirit – I lift up my soul; in you I trust, O my God.
C: For the sake of your name, O Lord, forgive my iniquity, though it is great. Turn to me and be
gracious to me. Look upon my affliction and my distress and take away all my sins. Remember
not the sins of my youth, and my rebellious ways; according to your love remember me, for you
are good, O Lord. Remember your great mercy and love, O Lord, for they are from of old.

ABSOLUTION
M: All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful. Good and upright is the Lord, and he instructs sinners in
his ways. No one whose hope is in him will ever be put to shame. Therefore, in response to your
confession, I assure you of God’s mercy, and proclaim God’s grace to you. Be of good cheer, for your
sins are forgiven through Jesus Christ + our Lord and Savior.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.
O risen Savior, we are grateful that you appeared to so many people after your resurrection, not only to
prove that you have truly risen from the dead, but to comfort your followers and prepare them to be
witnesses of your salvation. Come and comfort us today through the Gospel so that we also may be
faithful witnesses of your love to all those around us.
C: We praise you, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, our God and Lord, forever and ever.
Amen.
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THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

1 Peter 1:3-9

The resurrection of Christ gives us new birth into a living hope. Although Jesus is not visible to our physical
eyesight, faith fills us with joy and confidence in him, nonetheless. Our faith is precious, for by it, God
continues to lead us through this life, even through trials and suffering, to our heavenly goal.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his
great mercy he gave us a new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 into an inheritance that is
undying, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you. 5 Through
faith you are being protected by God’s power for the salvation that is
ready to be revealed at the end of time.
6
Because of this you rejoice very much, even though now for a little
while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various kinds of trials 7 so
that the proven character of your faith—which is more valuable than
gold, which passes away even though it is tested by fire—may be found
to result in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.
8
Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not
see him now, yet by believing in him, you are filled with a joy that is
inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 because you are receiving the goal
of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
3
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GOSPEL LESSON
John 20:19-31
Thomas was blessed. He could see Jesus’ hands, feet, and side. He could reach out and touch them.
We are just as blessed for we can see and touch in faith. As our Lord says,
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
19

On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together
behind locked doors because of their fear of the Jews. Jesus came, stood
among them, and said to them, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he
showed them his hands and side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord.
21
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent
me, I am also sending you.” 22 After saying this, he breathed on them and
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 Whenever you forgive people’s sins, they are
forgiven. Whenever you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
24
But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with
them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples kept telling him, “We have
seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my
finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will never
believe.”
26
After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them.
“Peace be with you,” he said. 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger
here and look at my hands. Take your hand and put it into my side. Do not
continue to doubt, but believe.”
28
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
29
Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed.
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
30
Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs
that are not written in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have
life in his name.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Jesus’ Powerful Resurrection

By: Hands 2 Grow
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HYMN

Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands
Christian Worship Supplement #720
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SERMON

Acts 2:14, 22-32
14

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly and
clearly to them: “Men of Judea, and all you residents of Jerusalem, understand
this, and listen closely to my words.
22
“Men of Israel, hear these words! Jesus the Nazarene was a man
recommended to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did
through him among you, as you yourselves know. 23 This man, who was handed
over by God’s set plan and foreknowledge, you killed by having lawless men nail
him to a cross. 24 He is the one God raised up by freeing him from the agony of
death, because death was not able to hold him in its grip.
25
“Indeed, David says concerning him:
I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not
be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced. My flesh also
will rest in hope, 27 because you will not abandon my life to the grave, nor will
you let your Holy One see decay. 28 You have made known to me the paths of
life. You will fill me with joy in your presence.
29
“Gentlemen, brothers, I can speak confidently to you about the patriarch
David, that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.
30
Since he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath that
he would seat one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he saw what was coming
and spoke about the resurrection of Christ, saying that he was neither abandoned
to the grave nor did his flesh see decay.
32
“This Jesus is the one God has raised up. We are all witnesses of that.”
Easter Facts from an Eyewitness

From Peter we learn:
God planned it
Scriptures promised it
Peter experienced it

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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HYMN

This Joyful Eastertide
Christian Worship #160
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord Jesus Christ, our resurrected and ever-living Lord: We praise you for removing every reason to doubt
your promises about the resurrection to eternal life.
C: Praise and thanks to you for overcoming death and the grave.
M: Give each of us the firm assurance of faith and give us boldness to be your faithful witnesses of all that
you have done for the salvation of the world.
C: Use us to bring the message of Easter triumph to all people.
M: With all our souls we thank you that the grave is not the end, and that the decay of the body is not the
final chapter in human destiny.
C: We praise you for life – new, fresh, and eternal – with you.
M: We live in a scientific age, O Lord, and we like to see tangible evidence to support what we believe.
C: By your trustworthy, divinely inspired, and holy Word, give us a faith that is confident in the
truth of your Son’s physical resurrection from the dead.
M: Guide our nation's leaders in dealing with our national and international problems. Help them to make
decisions that will preserve peace and human dignity, as well as protect the precious freedoms which we
enjoy.
C: Bless all of us with gratitude for your blessings, peace in our forgiveness, and contentment in the
work which you have given us.
M: In your compassion, and in accord with your perfect timing, heal the bodies of those who are recovering
from surgery. Comfort all who grieve the loss of a loved one through the forgiveness of sins and the hope
of a resurrection to eternal life.
Lord, teach us to pray, even as you taught your first disciples to pray:
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against
us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our
Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may
he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.
C: Amen.

OFFERINGS
The members of this congregation have joined together to do the Lord's work in this city and around the
world. Please recognize that it is vital for the continued ministry we carry out together to continue to
support our ministry with regular giving, even while we worship together in our homes. Please see our

Love Notes for more information on ways to give your offerings.
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