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Y our 8-year-old son wakes 
up crying in the night 
complaining that his legs 

are throbbing. You rub them and soothe 
him as much as you can, but you’re un-
certain about whether to give him any 
medication or take him to the doctor. 
Sound familiar? Your child is probably 
experiencing growing pains, a normal 
occurrence in about 25% to 40% of chil-
dren. They generally strike during two 
periods: in early childhood among 3 to 5-
year-olds and, later, in 8 to 12-year-olds. 
They eventually go away, but they can be 
painful. 

Churches can have growing pains 
sometimes. As a congregation grows, 
changes are necessary — and sometimes 
sacrifices. Members who have become 
accustomed to having things one way find 
that they need to adapt to new ways of 
doing things, new programs, new service 
times, or other changes. A church’s grow-
ing pains can also include significant sac-
rifices of effort and expense in order to 
expand a facility or add staff.  

If a church is not willing to experi-
ence these growing pains, growth will be 
hindered. As the Gospel is proclaimed, 
God adds new people to His Church. And 
we must make room for these new people 
that the Lord gathers. Growing pains are 
good, because they mean that the Lord’s 
message is reaching more and more.  

Eternal Love must also have grow-
ing pains. The potential to reach new peo-
ple with the message of Christ is as strong 
in 2010 as it was in 1988 when mission 
work began by our pastor. Over the years 
we have made many changes in order to 
reach new people — two building pro-
jects, two services, three services, new 
service times, additional staff, and some 
financial challenges as we adjusted to the 
new obligations that Gospel ministry re-
quired. 

We cannot try to avoid growing 
pains, or we will hinder the mission. We 
must embrace the changes and challenges 
that come with new opportunities to reach 
people for Christ.  

We recently embraced the change 
and challenge of adding another full-time 
pastor. In due time, God will grant us that 
blessing. An additional pastor will enable 
us to strengthen our community outreach 
and ministry to our members. It will re-
quire adjustments from us, but that’s 
good.  

Soon we will be confronted with 
the other obstacle to reaching more peo-
ple: a facility that is basically “full.” To 
address that challenge will require signifi-
cant offerings of time and money, and 
more change. Good. Growing pains are 
good. They mean that God is blessing His 
Gospel and reaching more people.  

 

The Love Letter  is a publication of  Eternal Love Lutheran Church, 1011 E. Midway Rd.,  Appleton, WI   54915. The 
editor is Pastor Robert Balza. Phone the church office at 749-9744 for more information.   On the web:  www.Eternal-
Love.org.   Email: pastor@eternal-love.org 
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Growing Pains 

Palm Sunday 
March 28 

Associate  
Pastor Update 

See page 2 
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Associate Pastor Called 
 On Sunday, February 21, our congregation voted 

unanimously to call Rev. David Olson to be our associate 
Pastor. Currently Rev, Olson (age 32) is serving Shepherd 
of the Hills Lutheran Church in Greeley, Colorado. He and 
his wife Stephanie are the parents of four young children, 
ages 2-7.  

During the next few weeks Pastor Olson will be 
studying both of his calls (his current church and our 
church) and praying for the Lord’s guidance. We may 
expect a decision to come about the end of March.  

We also will be praying that the Lord would lead 
Pastor Olson to the right decision for his ministry and for 
the welfare of Christ’s church. We will be praying that the 
Lord would graciously grant us our desire for an associate 
pastor to help us reach out to our community with the 
Gospel of Christ. 

Watch the Love Notes (weekly announcements) for 
updates.  

��

Bible Classes 
Sunday Bible Class 
 Our current study is 2 Timothy. 
The plan is to finish this study on 
March 7, but we may need an extra 
week to complete this important letter. 
 On Sunday, March 14 (or 
March 21) we hope to begin a study 
of Great King David.  David is one of 
the most important characters of Old testament history. 
Jesus was often called “the Son of David.”  
 In the life of David we can see God’s grace at work in 
the life of a man who struggled with temptation, trouble, 
and materialism. His experiences can give us many insights 
into our own striving to be people “after God’s own heart.”  
 Some of the lessons planned are: 
· From Shepherd Boy to King 
· The Giant Killer 
· Friendship with Jonathan 
· The Hunter and the Hunted 
· High Point and Low Point 
· Repentance and forgiveness 
 Watch the weekly bulletin notes for more details and 
the exact starting time.  
 No Bible Class will be held on Easter Sunday because 
of the Easter breakfast. 

Midweek Bible Class 
 Midweek (Wednesday) Bible class is in recess until 
after Easter due to the Midweek Lent worship services. 
Classes will resume on April 14, when we will begin a new 

class on Biblical archaeology that will conclude with a 
field trip to Milwaukee to see the Dead Sea Scrolls exhibit. 
Watch the April newsletter for more details.  

��

Holy Week 
 Holy Week marks three of the 
most significant events of the 
Christian faith: the institution of 
the Lord’s Supper, the death of 
Jesus Christ, and the resurrection 
of Christ from the dead. 
 With Christians all over the world, we will mark these 
occasions with special worship services. 
Palm Sunday 
 Once again the Sunday School children will 
participate in the 10:45am Palm Sunday worship service 
through a procession of palms and by singing a song with 
the choir. What a festive time it will be, as we sing our 
praises to Jesus! 
Maundy Thursday 
 On Maundy Thursday, April 1, there will be a special 
worship service at 6:45pm. 
 This service will include a special order of service, 
and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
Good Friday 
 On Good Friday, April 2, there will be two 
opportunities for you to worship. Our congregation will 
participate with the five other WELS congregations of 
Appleton in a joint worship service at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church (Morrison and Franklin Streets) in Appleton. The 
service begins at noon and concludes at 3:00pm. It will 
consist of a series of seven devotional segments focusing 
on Christ’s seven words from the cross. 
 Each segment will feature an area choir and a 
meditation conducted by a different WELS pastor as 
follows: 
1st Word: 12:17-12:38pm 
 Pastor Kenneth Frey of St. Paul 
2nd Word: 12:40-1:01pm 
 Pastor Adam Bode of Riverview 
3rd Word: 1:03-1:24pm 
 Pastor Robert Balza of Eternal Love 
4th Word: 1:26-1:47pm 
 Pastor Joel Zank of Mount Olive 
5th Word: 1:49-2:10pm 
 Pastor Mark Henke of Bethany 
6th Word: 2:12-2:33pm 
 Pastor Leon Ehlert of FVL 
7th Word: 2:35-2:56pm 
 Pastor Tom Mielke of St. Matthew 
 Between each of the segments there will be a break for 
worshipers to enter and leave. You may attend any of the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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segments you choose. Or you may listen on the radio since 
the entire service will be broadcast over station WNAM-
AM 1280. 
 On Good Friday evening you may worship at Eternal 
Love for our own Good Friday Tenebrae service which 
begins at 6:45pm. The service is about an hour in length 
and includes a series of meditations during which the 
church is gradually darkened. The service ends in total 
darkness and worshipers leave in silence to contemplate 
what has taken place. 
Easter Sunday, April 4 
 We will celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
with two Easter morning services at the usual times of 
8:00am and 10:45am. Both will include a choir anthem, 
inspiring hymns with instruments, and a sermon of hope 
and victory preached by our pastor. 
 Between the services a delicious Easter breakfast will 
be served from shortly after the conclusion of the first 
service until about 10:15am. You may come with your 
family and guests during the serving time. It will be a 
celebration of great joy! A free-will offering will be taken 
to defray expenses. The youth group will be serving this 
Easter Breakfast. Any additional funds collected after the 
expenses for preparing the meal will go to funding airfare 
costs for our Faith in Action trip. 

��

Women’s Ministry News 
Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society 
 The Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society will hold 
its 47th Annual LWMS Convention June 24-27, 2010, at 
the Millennium Hotel in St. Louis, MO—hosted by the 
Mid-America and Missouri Valley Circuits. It has been 25 
years since the convention was hosted in St. Louis, the 
gateway to the West, and they are very excited to invite 
everyone there again. 
 The convention will show you a wonderful mix of 
home and world missionaries sharing experiences with 
informational displays as they show you mission fields. 
Workshops will show you how we can support our 
missionaries. Worship services, devotions, and fellowship 
times will show you how much Jesus loves all His 
children. 
  The round Millennium Hotel St. Louis, located in 
the heart of downtown on the banks of the Mississippi 
River, offers breathtaking views of the Gateway Arch, the 
new Busch Stadium and the Old Courthouse where the 
Dred Scott Case was decided. Just steps away you can tour 
the Courthouse Museum or the Arch Museum for free. 
 Minutes away is the Anheuser Busch Brewery which 
offers free tours. We have Forest Park, home of the world 
famous St. Louis Zoo (free) and the St. Louis Art Museum 
(most exhibits are free). Also close by is the Missouri 

Botanical Garden which is ranked as one of the top three 
in the world. 
 May the many sights and rich history that St. Louis 
has to show you during your visit add to your 2010 
LWMS convention experience. The Lord will show His 
great love for all as together you join in worship, growing 
ever closer to His ways as you explore His Word and 
celebrate His mission work at home and around the world! 
For continuing updates, check out www.lwms.org.  
 A bus trip is being planned for the convention. The 
bus will be leaving Escanaba, MI, on Wednesday, June 23, 
making pickups along the way, and returning Monday, 
June 28. A $50 deposit will hold your reservation. The 
cost of the bus trip will be around $100 if there are 40 
reservations. This does not include registration and hotel 
room. Contact Nancy Hansen of Menominee, MI, at 906-
863-4510 for more details. 

Women’s Study Group 
 Our two groups of women have enjoyed studying The 
Bad Girls of the Bible and have learned a lot from them. 
The evening group will complete the book after Easter and 
be finished meeting for the year. the morning group will 
finish mid-March and plans to pick another book to begin 
studying after Easter. Now is a good time to join the 
morning group if you’ve been thinking about it. We still 
meet Mondays at 9:00am. Contact Sarah Ferge if you have 
any questions. Newcomers are always welcome! 
 

��

Lent Suppers 
Wednesdays During Lent, 5:30pm 
 One of the blessings we share at Eternal Love is the 
opportunity for fellowship and 
enjoying meals together. .  The lead 
families and alphabetical groupings 
are: 
· March 3        G-J Hilker 
· March 10    K-M King 
· March 17   N-R Neuberger 
· March 24   S-Z  Zeman 
 Please come and volunteer your time and/or food for 
one of these suppers. It’s a great way for us to get to know 
each other. Since we have three separate services on 
weekends, these opportunities to mix and get to know 
others are precious. Our hope is that more of our families 
will meet each other and have some fun serving others 
during Lent!  
    �  

Youth Group News  

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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 The Youth Group has been keeping busy with selling 
the donuts and muffins during afterglow. We also served 
the supper for the Ash Wednesday service. Thank you to 
everyone who has donated to the Youth Group. We greatly 
appreciate it! 
 Our youth group (high school students) will join the 
youth groups from Trinity, Grace and Martin Luther 
Lutheran Churches of Neenah for an open gym night at 
Trinity Lutheran Church on Friday, March 19, from 5:00-
11:00pm.  
 Basketball and other fun, along with snacks and the 
chance to make new friends, will be included. If you have 
any questions about this, contact Amanda or Garret 
Pelischek.  
 A reminder to all the youth that the Easter breakfast is 
coming up soon, and we will need your help. The Easter 
breakfast prep will be Saturday, April 3, from 9:00am-
12:00pm. On Easter Sunday, April 4, we need help from at 
7:00am to help serve the breakfast and help to clean up 
afterwards. 
 Summer plans are under consideration right now. A 
youth rally will be held at the Heartland Retreat Center 
near Spooner, WI, on July 14-17. Information about this 
retreat can be found on MemberConnect. We are hoping to 
attend this rally. 
 A summer mission trip is still up in the air. Pastor and 
the Pelischeks are exploring some ideas and possibilities. 
Watch for more information in the near future.  

��

Monday Worship 
 Monday evening worship has been discontinued until 
after Easter. Monday worship services will resume on 
April 12 at 6:30pm. 

��

Easter Lilies 
 We will again be adorning our altar with lilies for 
Easter. You may purchase a plant for $12.25. A sign-up 
sheet will be on the information table. 
Please list the number of plants you would 
like to purchase and whether they are in 
honor of or in memory of someone.  
 The last day to sign up for a plant 
will be Sunday, March 28. 
 Please make your check payable to 
“Eternal Love” and put it in your church 
envelope. Put “Easter Lilies” in the “Other Gift” box on the 
envelope by Easter Sunday. 

��

Men’s Golf 
 Attention WELS golfers! A league for WELS men 
plays on Tuesdays afternoons/evenings at Irish Waters 
Golf Course in Freedom. The season begins in May and 
runs through August. Tee times are between 3:30-5:30pm. 
There are openings for regular and substitute golfers this 
year. For more information or to sign up call the league 
organizer, Kevin Gertsch at 733-8916. 
 

��

(Continued from page 3) 

THE EVIDENCE  OF OUR LOVE FOR GOD AND HIS WORD 
SUNDAY/ 
FESTIVAL 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
 THIS YEAR    LAST YEAR      Record 

OP. FUND 
OFFERINGS 

BLDG. FUND 
OFFERINGS 

January 31, 2010 
Epiphany 4 211 195 234 $4,651.60 $111.00 

February 7, 2010 
Epiphany 5 211 255 278 $3,304.36 $58.00 

February 14, 2010  
Epiphany 6 / Transfiguration 239 217 239 $2,855.93 $110.00 

February 21, 2010 
Lent 1 222 192  222 $4,521.74 $30.00 

(Sunday) AVERAGES 221 215 243 Not Available Not Available 

February 17, 2010  
Ash Wednesday 157 134 161 $1,091.85 $15.00 

February 24, 2010 
Midweek Lent 2 96 115 152 Not Available Not Available 

Daylight Savings Begins  
Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, 
March 14, at 2:00am. Remember to set 
your clocks ahead one hour before you 
go to bed on Saturday night, March 13. 
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Finance Update 
 Church Mission Offerings for 2010 look to be 
1.8% below last year. Since we need about a 3-5% in-
crease to maintain ministry, and since the Schwann Foun-
dation indicates a grant that is lower that anticipated, there 
is some concern about further cuts in ministry.   

Call Update 
 With assignments days approaching in the near 
future, there are some concerns about placement of candi-
dates.  
· Vicars: A total of 35 vicars will be ready for assign-
ment, and it appears that there will be sufficient calls. As 
of this writing, there are 10 regular requests for vicars, 24 
requests for vicars in missions, and 7 possible other re-
quests (total of 41 possible calls).  
· Teachers: The number of available teacher candidates 
is not yet known (because some candidates have been an-
nouncing marriage or engagement plans for the summer). 
However, it appears that the number of calls available will 
once again be much less than the number of candidates 
available for calls.  
· Pastors: There are 53 pastoral candidates this year. As 
of this writing, there are about 20 calls available. How-
ever, that number is expected to grow as we get closer to 
call day in the 3rd week of May.  
 

Chapel Dedication at MLC 
 The beautiful new Chapel of the Christ is nearing 
completion on the campus of Martin Luther College. Dedi-
cation of the new chapel is scheduled for April 10 at 7pm 

and April 11 at 2:30pm. To reserve a seat, call 877-MLC
-1995 or gartneml@mlc-wels.edu.  
   

MLC Alumni 
 The MLC Alumni group is sponsoring two tours 
this summer.  
· Creation Museum tour is offered on June 21-25. Web 
site, http://www.mlc-wels.edu/home/alumni/creation2010  
· Black Hills highlights tour— June 28-July 2, 2010. 
Web site, http://www.mlc-wels.edu/home/alumni/
blackhills2010  
 

WELS Helps Haiti  
Updated February 23, 2010 

A WELS logistics team arrived in Dominican Re-
public Feb. 22 to make final preparations for teams of vol-
unteer nurses and doctors who will be treating victims of 
the Haiti earthquake who have made their way to a hospi-
tal in the border town of Jimani. 

WELS Committee on Relief is organizing trips for 
two volunteer teams of WELS medical professionals—one 
from March 9-17, the other from March 15-23. They’ll be 
put to work at the hospital, which is still treating victims 
of the earthquake more than a month ago. Currently there 
are 52 registered patients. 

Mark Vance, director of operations for COR, re-
ports that while doctors at the hospital Tuesday performed 
five emergency surgeries, the facility will gradually be 
transitioning to more long-term, rehabilitative care. “Our 
people are definitely still needed,” says Vance. “We will 
go forward with this mission.” 

Accompanying Vance on the trip are Rev. Phil 
Schupmann, former chairman of COR, and two WELS 
nurses, Tara Brennan and Becky Carey, director of nursing 
at Wisconsin Lutheran College. 

Professionally qualified WELS members who 
would like to consider joining the volunteer teams should 
contact Mark Vance at mark.vance@wels.net. Volunteers 
will be provided travel costs, meals, and lodging. Dona-
tions for this relief effort can be made online. Checks can 
be made out to WELS Committee on Relief, 2929 N May-
fair Road, Milwaukee WI, 53222. 

WELS Connection Video 
 

 The March 2010 WELS Connection video focuses 
our attention on World Missions/ACTS. At Fort Apache In-
dian Reservation, where you find the most breathtaking scen-
ery and abject poverty, you will also find a beacon of hope—
WELS’ Apache Christian Training School. 
 The April 2010 will focus on Ministerial Education/
Continuing Ed. The cost of continuing education is an invest-
ment that pays dividends for called workers and the congre-
gations they serve. 

A monthly report of the latest news about our synod and its work 
Eternal Love’s commitment of offerings to the WELS is $34,000 
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Enrollment 
 Enrollment for the preschool sessions for the 2010-
2011 school year opened on January, 2010. God richly 
blessed us with a quick and solid enrollment right away. As 
this is being written, we have 10 out of 12 students enrolled 
in the four-year old class and 12 out of 20 students in the 
three-year old classes. The four-year old class is considered 
full with twelve students and one teacher, but if we have 3 
more interested families we will hire an assistant and then 
accept to 16 students total in that class. What a blessing! 
We want to thank each one of you who told someone 
about Eternal Love Lutheran Preschool. Keep up the 
great work!!  
 If you know someone who is still interested in pre-
school, here’s the info they’ll want to know.  The tuition 
for 3-year olds is $74.00 per month and tuition for the 4-
year olds is $109.00 per month. Members of Eternal Love 
Lutheran Church receive a discount (ask for details). In 
addition, there is a $100 non-refundable enrollment fee, 
payable with the application. This fee will assure a place 
for your child in Eternal Love Lutheran Preschool, half of 
it will be applied to the first month tuition. You can also 
pick up a brochure by preschool or in the back of church. 

 
March 

 Our March themes include fire safety including a fire 
truck visiting our preschool, Easter, community helpers 
focused on the postal service and dentists. 

Thank You 
Many thanks to those of you who responded and cut down 
the thick tubes and donated craft scraps.  The tubes will be 
used for projects soon.  We will use the craft scraps often 
throughout the year s if you collect more we’ll use them! 

���������		
�����
���
	����� � ��������
���	����	���
�����	����

 

  Saturday March 27, 2010 
  9:30am 

Come to experience the five miracles of Jesus as told by the Sunday School preschool and kindergarten 
students working together with our Eternal Love Preschool Students and Hands2grow puppeteers. 

 
What a great way to support many of the young students of our congregation and be a light to the  

community at the same time! 
 

There will be a simple breakfast/snack in the fellowship hall following the program.  We would love to 
have you join us.  Please RSVP to Rae Scherschel (raescherschel@yahoo.com) or Mrs. Iles (riles@eternal

-love.org).  Of course, you can call or talk to us in person as well. 

Grandparents Corner 
Grandfathers are a special breed 

Of kinfolk, all their own. 
They love you and hug you, 

And spoil you to death 
And then, they send you home. 

 
By Joyce C Lock 
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Book Club Meets 
Tuesday, March 23, 6:30pm 
 Join our Eternal Love Book Club in our 
Fellowship Hall to discuss our next book, Population 485, 
by Wisconsin author Michael Perry. Discussion of this 
book will be led by Jeff Clarey. Refreshments will be 
served by Kirsten Krowas and Kari Mindock. All of our 
books are discussed in the light of God’s Word.   
 Population 485, subtitled “meeting your neighbors 
one siren at a time”, is the true story of small-town life in 
New Auburn, WI. As an EMT and volunteer firefighter, 
the author tells the tales of his friends and neighbors in 
simple yet involving prose. Perry has been described as 
“Wisconsin’s Garrison Keillor” as his stories pack an 
emotional punch from joy to sadness to plain old goofy 
fun. 
 The book club meets bimonthly (once every two 
months) for snacks and discussion. The club reads a 
variety of books and discusses them from a Christian 
perspective. All are welcome!  

�  

Camp Phillip 
 If you’re looking to get away this 
winter, you might consider heading to a 
retreat at Camp Phillip in Wautoma, WI. 
Camp Phillip is a WELS-affiliated year-
round camp that offers retreats for all ages. 
Relax in God’s creation and renew your 
faith at the Winter Family Skiing 
Weekend, singles weekend, scrapbooking retreat or 
quilting retreat. Eternal Love is a member of the Camp 
Phillip federation, so our members receive a 10% discount 
on all fees. To learn more, visit www.campphillip.com or 
call the office at 920-787-3202. 

�  

Faith Centered 
 Join us for discussion and fun during the month of 
March: 
 - March 6: Green Bay Gambler Hocky Game. Puck 
drops at 7:05pm. Meet at St. Mark Lutheran Church in 
DePere at 6:00pm. Each individual is responsible for his/
her ticket, food, and beverage. Reservations were needed 
by February 17, so check with Amy Towner (920-915-
6703) if you didn’t RSVP. 
 - March 14: Meet at 4:00pm at Amy’s house (932 W. 
Roberts Ave., Appleton) to discuss “Decisions”. Dinner at 
a local restaurant to follow. 
  

�  

Eternal Love Dartball 
 The dartball team schedule is winding down. In 
March there is one final game scheduled. On March 14      at 
1:30pm all teams are invited to a Fun Day Potluck at St. 
John. Thanks for a great year! 

�  

Apple Valley Pantry 
 The monthly pantry collection will take place on 
Sunday, March 21, the third Sunday of the month.  
 At this point in time, we have not received a list of 
items that are needed. Donations may be of your choice. 
Thanks to all for your participation!.  

��

Hmong Outreach 
 On Saturday, March 6, Eternal Love has a 
wonderful opportunity to help with the Lutheran Hmong 
Ministry of the Fox Cities. Volunteers from Eternal Love 
are needed to provide food items, prepare the day’s menu, 
and serve the children and volunteer staff a mid-morning 
snack AND lunch.  The group totals approximately 50 
people.  We are asking for help in the following areas. 

1. Providing/purchasing items needed for this day. 
2. Preparing and serving the food. Volunteers may 

arrive at St. Paul’s school gym between 9:00am 
and 9:30am. The snack is served at approximately 
10:00am. Lunch is served around noon. 

 The snack menu will consist of snack mix and 
juice.  
 The lunch menu will consist of hot dogs, potato 
chips, finger jello, pickles, cupcakes, white and chocolate 
milk, and juice. 
 A sign up list will be placed on the information 
table for items and volunteers needed for this day.  Please 
consider serving the Lord through this wonderful outreach 
opportunity.  
 If you have any questions, please contact Carrie 
Schmidt. 

�  

Jesus Cares Ministries  
Vehicle Donation Program  
 Jesus Cares Ministries will accept drivable, 
running vehicles with no maximum mileage limit. Other 
forms of transportation or equipment (such as motorcycles, 
4-wheelers, campers, etc.) can also be donated. For your 
tax benefit, washed and vacuumed vehicles bring higher 
value for your charitable deduction.  
 It easy to do: Contact Heidi at the Jesus Cares 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Date Theme Preacher 

February 17  
Ash Wednesday 

Colossians 2:13-15 
No Longer Dead, But Alive 

 
Pastor Balza 

February 24 
Midweek 2 

Romans 5:1-11 
Peace with God Thru Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Rev. Mark Henke 
Bethany Lutheran 

March 3 
Midweek 3 

Hebrews 12:1-3 
The Reason to Endure 

Rev. Kenneth Frey 
St. Paul Lutheran 

March 10 
Midweek 4 

Philippians 3:7-11 
More Precious than Life 

Rev. Paul Schuler 
St. Matthew Lutheran 

March 17 
Midweek 5 

Romans 3:21-26 
Justified by Grace Alone thru Faith Alone 

Rev Dennis Belter 
Riverview Lutheran 

March 24 
Midweek Lent 6 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
The Foolish Wisdom of the Cross 

Rev Robert Raasch 
Mt Olive Lutheran 

April 1 
Maundy Thursday 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
We Preach Christ Crucified in the Lord’s Supper 

Pastor Balza  
or Guest speaker 

April 2 
Good Friday Prophecies Kept at the Cross Pastor Balza  

WE PREACH CHRIST CRUCI-
FIED 
Midweek Lent Series 2010 

 Once again this year, we will participate in a “pulpit exchange” for the six Wednesday eve-
ning worship services. This exchange will give us the opportunity to hear pastors from the other five 
WELS churches in the city of Appleton, with whom we share a blessed doctrinal fellowship.  
 The theme this year will be WE PREACH  CHRIST  CRUCIFIED . This theme taken from the 
words of the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 1:23, reminds us that Christ crucified is at the heart and 
core of the church’s message and mission. Six midweek services will focus on texts from New Tes-
tament epistles that clearly proclaim Christ crucified for us.  
 All services begin at 6:45pm and will last about 50 minutes. 
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Ministries office at (414) 259-0292 or Toll free (877) 505-3675. Heidi will 
set up a time for you to meet with Jim Klein from our office who will help 
you complete a few simple forms about the donation. We will provide you 
with your tax-deductible donation forms.  
 Jesus Cares Ministries  
 4050 N 95th St   Milwaukee, WI 53222  
 (414) 259-0292  Fax: (414) 259-8199 

�  

Worship Update 
Communion Changes  
 The Worship Board has made a couple of changes to the communion 
schedule in March.  
 The Lord’s Supper will NOT be offered on the third Sunday in March 
(March 21) as you would have expected. Instead, it will be offered on the 
4th Sunday in March (Palm Sunday).  
 As you make your worship plans, keep that in 
mind.  
Palm Sunday Procession of Palms 
 The Sunday School children will be invited to 
participate in a procession of palms (and sing a lovely 
anthem) in the 10:45am worship service on Sunday, 
March 28. We have done this in the past, and it is 
always an exciting moment.  
Service Times 
 The worship board has decided to retain the current schedule of Sunday 
worship times (8:00am and 10:45am) until we change to the summer 
schedule. Most people felt that the current schedule has helped a little bit 
with the transitions between services and Sunday School.  
Ushers & Greeters 
 We are in need of additional ushers and greeters for the 10:45am 
worship services. If you are willing to serve, or would like more 
information about what that means, please contact Jason Kempfert, our 
Worship director. 

��

Workshop for WELS Members 
 Brochures and registration forms for the 2010 workshop for WELS 
members which will be held on March 6 at FVL are available from the 
plastic stands in the information area. 
 Check out the 16 choices available this year on a variety of topics. 
Among the choices are “Outreach In A Digital World”, “Ask the President”, 
“Dealing with Suicide”, and a presentation by two former world 
missionaries. Our Stewardship Ministry will pay your registration fee. 

��

FVL International Student Program 
 FVL enrolls a significant number of international students. Over the 
years, these students have come to us for many reasons. The most important 
result, of course, is the opportunity for the Holy Spirit to work saving faith 
in their hearts as they daily learn of their Savior. 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 10) 

Radio & TV 
Broadcasts  

 Did you know that a variety 
of WELS worship services and devo-
tions are available to you each week. 
It can be especially nice to know the 
schedule if you are sick and cannot 
get to church, or if someone you 
know is unable to get out to worship. 
Here are some of the opportunities 
currently available to us. 

St. Paul Lutheran Worship 
 St. Paul Lutheran Church of 
Appleton broadcasts a Sunday morn-
ing worship service over WNAM — 
1280 AM, every Sunday at 8:00am. 

St. Matthew Lutheran Worship 
 The weekly worship service 
of St. Matthew Lutheran Church of 
Appleton is broadcast every Monday 
morning on Cable TV Channel 4 at 
10:00am. 

Trinity Lutheran Worship 
 The Sunday worship service 
of Trinity Lutheran Church of Kauka-
una is broadcast on radio station 
WEMI—91.9 FM every Sunday at 
8:50am.  

More TV Broadcasts 
 You can watch the weekly 
worship service of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church (WELS) of Green Bay every 
Monday at 9:00am on Cable Channel 
4. 
 St. Mark Lutheran Church 
(WELS) of Green Bay has its service 
broadcast on Cable Channel 4 on 
Sunday at 10:00am, Monday at noon, 
and Wednesday at 9:30am. 
 On Sundays at 6:30am you 
can watch Time of Grace, featuring 
Pastor Mark Jeske, on WBAY, chan-
nel 2. 
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 The number of such students FVL can potentially 
enroll is directly dependent upon the number of host 
families available. A group of international students has 
developed an informational DVD to help familiarize FVL 
Federation families with this ministry opportunity. This 
DVD is available for you to borrow from the church 
office, view at home and return to the church office. After 
seeing the DVD, you will have a better awareness of this 
unique ministry at FVL and, God willing, consider 
opening your home as an active participant in the 
program. If you have questions or would like more 
information, contact Laura Gucinski at 739-4441 or email 
her at lgucinski@fvlhs.org.  

��
�

Lutheran Boy/Girl Pioneers 
 Are you looking for a fun, Christian experience this 
year with boys and girls your own age? Do you like 
learning new things like cooking, woodworking and 
crafts? Do you want a chance to join your friends in doing 
special activities like camping, biking, hiking, sleepovers, 
sledding and more? Are you looking for an opportunity to 
serve your Lord by Christmas caroling to the shut-ins and 
singing in church? Lutheran Boy and Girl Pioneers offers 
this and more! Lutheran Boy and Girl Pioneers is available 
at Riverview Lutheran Church, and you can be a part of it! 
 Lutheran Girl Pioneers is a Christ-centered youth 
program for girls of the WELS church. Its purpose is to 
provide an informal educational experience in Christian 
fellowship with one another. Lutheran Boy Pioneers exists 
to assist the church in nurturing and training boys in the 
Lord so they will remain faithful to Him and serve Him 
throughout their lives. 
 At Riverview, the group meets two times per month 
on Wednesday evenings from 5:45-7:30pm. They meet 
Sunday evenings during Advent and Lent. The meetings 
open with a devotion by the pastor, followed by a sing-a-
long, a lesson in whatever skill is being worked on that 
week, a craft, a snack, and a game. The boys and girls are 
divided separately by their grade level. Each girl works on 
earning charms for their special achievement bracelet, 
while the boys earn patches for their special achievement 
board. Some other special activities coming up this year 
are: roller skating, participating in the Flag Day Parade, a 
retreat at Camp Phillip, geo-caching, and a pine car derby. 
 If you are interested, please contact Jennie Shea (LGP 
Caravan #136 Counselor) at 920-540-3362 or Justin Shea 
(LP Train #155 Master) at 920-475-6926. 

��

Camp Bird 2010 
 It’s not too early to start thinking about summer 

camp! Dates for the 2010 edition of Camp Bird for 
Lutherans are July 11-16, July 18-23 and July 25-30. 
 Camp Bird is located on beautiful Sand Lake between 
Crivitz and Mountain in Northern Wisconsin. Activities 
include: Christian fellowship, Bible learning, music 
sessions, campfire singing, morning & evening devotions, 
swimming, boating, volleyball, softball, archery, 
handicraft, nature hike, nature study, evening activities, 
Olympic-type competition, and free time. The camp has a 
Christian staff. Each cabin houses nine young people plus 
a junior counselor. The campers are served home-cooked 
meals and treats three times a day. 
 Young people in grades 5-8 in the 2009-2010 school 
year are eligible to apply. The cost for the first child is 
$150 for a week. The second child in the family is $110. A 
deposit of $100 for the first child and $60 for the second 
child is due at registration time. The remainder of the fee 
is paid at the time of registration on Sunday at camp. The 
registration fee includes a t-shirt. Make sure you list your 
size on the application blank. Your size is guaranteed only 
if your application is received by June 15. there will be a 
$30 fee for non-medical refunds after being accepted. All 
the necessary information and forms will be sent out after 
the registration form has been accepted. 
 Registration forms can be obtained from the church 
office. Registration will be accepted on a first come, first 
served basis. 
 If you are interested in serving at Camp Bird as a 
junior counselor, send a short letter to Pastor David 
Wenzel, 3147 N. Doris Lane, Appleton WI 54911-1531. 
Include the following information: church, high school or 
college they attend, age and height, the week they would 
be available, why they are interested in coming to camp 
and a recommendation from the pastor. They are 
particularly in need of certified lifeguards (especially 
male) for the third week. 
 If you are interested in serving on the senior staff, 
contact Pastor Edward Stelter at 920-553-4800 or 
estelter@lakefield.net. Let him know what you would be 
interested in doing to serve their Lord and His young 
people. They cannot guarantee they will be able to use 
you, but it is good to have a few spare names in case of an 
emergency. 

��

FVL NEWS 
Faculty/Staff News: 
· Congrats to faculty members Pastor Erich Schaser, 

who received the YMCA Coach of the Year award, 
and Mr. Dave Voss, who received the Fans of the 
Foxes award, at the annual Red Smith Banquet. 

Other School News: 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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· Present enrollment is 606. 
· Freshman Registration: 115 freshmen are registered for 

next year. Any current 8th grade student can register 
any time by calling Mr. Guenterberg in the FVL 
Guidance Department. 

· The Bargain Garden Thrift Shop, located on the corner 
of Northland Ave./00 and Meade St. in the former Ford 
Rexall Pharmacy, is always seeking donations and 
volunteers to help run the store. Recently they voted to 
give $1,000 a month in support of school operations 
and also gave $5,000 gifts for Growing in Grace and 
tuition assistance. Thanks to our supporters at the 
Bargain Garden! 

· Interested in finding out more about hosting an 
international student? Call international student 
coordinator Laura Gucinski for details. 

· FVL is pleased to announce the publication of a new 
cookbook. Proceeds will benefit FVL’s teen ministry. 
Please send your favorite recipes (not to exceed 10). 
All are encouraged to participate. You may submit 
your recipe online at www.fvlhs.org or pick up a recipe 
form from the FVL office. Mail recipes to FVL 
Cookbook, 5300 N. Meade Street, Appleton, WI 
54913. The deadline to submit recipes is February 15. 
The target date for completion of the book is Fall 2010. 

Upcoming Events: 
· March 4—Discover FVL! All 7th grade students get a 

taste of high school life at FVL. 12:30-4:00pm. 
· April 1 —Grandparents Day at FVL. Grandparents can 

sign up at FVL or with their grandchildren for lunch 
and an afternoon of presentations and activities. 

Financial Update: 
· Congregational commitments for the month of January 

totaled $70,390. The half year mark for the Federation 
total is at $469,400 of the $850,000 commitment goal 
for the fiscal year. 

· Growing in Grace gifts for the month of January were 
$7,600, the lowest monthly total since the inception of 
the program. The fiscal year total is $191,400 of the 
$400,000 needed by June 30. We are grateful for the 
many churches and individual donors who continue to 
support the Growing in Grace effort. 

��

Parish Nurse 
Diabetes—Am I at Risk? 
 If you have wondered or possibly been told that you 
are at risk for developing diabetes or that you have pre-
diabetes, you should know that diabetes prevention is 
proven, possible, and powerful. Studies show that people at 
high risk for diabetes can prevent or delay the onset of the 
disease by losing 5 to 7 percent of their weight, if they are 
overweight—that’s 10 to 14 pounds for a 200-pound 

person. 
 Two keys to success: 
· Get at least 30 minutes of moderate-intensity physical 

activity five days a week. 
· Eat a variety of foods that are low in fat and reduce the 

number of calories you eat per day. 
 In other words, you don’t have to knock yourself out 
to prevent diabetes. The key is: small steps that lead to big 
rewards. Learn more about your risk for developing Type 2 
diabetes and the small steps you can take to delay or 
prevent the disease and live a long, healthy life. 
Diabetes Is Preventable 
 Almost 24 million Americans have diabetes, a serious 
disease in which blood glucose (blood sugar) levels are 
above normal. Most people with diabetes have Type 2, 
which used to be called adult-onset diabetes. At one time, 
Type 2 diabetes was more common in people over age 45. 
but now more young people, even children, have the 
disease because many are overweight or obese. 
Take Small Steps to Prevent Diabetes 
 When you take steps to prevent diabetes, you will also 
lower your risk for possible complications of diabetes such 
as heart disease, stroke, kidney disease, blindness, nerve 
damage, and other health problems. That’s a big reward for 
you and your family and friends. 
Diabetes Risk Factors 
 There are many factors that increase your risk for 
diabetes. To find out about your risk, not each item on this 
list that applies to you. 
· I am 45 years of age or older. 
· The At-Risk Weight Chart shows my current weight 

puts me at risk. 
· I have a parent, brother, or sister with diabetes. 
· My family background is African American, Hispanic/

Latino, American Indian, Asian American or Pacific 
Islander. 

· I have had diabetes while I was pregnant (this is called 
gestational diabetes) or I gave birth to a baby weighing 
9 pounds or more. 

· I have been told the my blood glucose (blood sugar) 
levels are higher than normal. 

· My blood pressure is 140/90 or higher, or I have been 
told that I have high blood pressure. 

· My cholesterol (lipid) levels are not normal. My HDL 
cholesterol (“good” cholesterol) is less than 35 or my 
triglyceride level is higher than 250. 

· I am fairly inactive. I am physically active less than 
three times a week. 

· I have been told that I have polycystic ovary syndrome 
(POS). 

· The skin around my neck or in my armpits appears 
dirty no matter how much I scrub it. The skin appears 
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dark, thick and velvety. This is called acanthosis 
nigricans. 

· I have been told that I have blood vessel problems 
affecting my heart, brain, or legs. 

 If you have any of the items above, be sure to talk 
with your health care team about your risk for diabetes and 
whether you should be tested. (Source: National Diabetes 
Education Program, http://ndep.nih.gov)  
 A new Diabetes Support Group has been started in 
the Fox Valley. The Fox Valley Diabetes Education and 
Support Group meets the second Thursday of each month 
from 6:00-7:30pm at Fox Valley Technical College. Enter 
on the north side of the building, Door 15, Room C190. 
These meeting are open to people with Type 1 or Type 2 
diabetes and/or their loved ones. For more information, 
call 920-450-7997.  

 ��

New Library Books 
 We’ve added 4 new books to the 
church library. Stop by and check them out: 
 Prepared to Answer provides a 
helpful model for sharing the Christian 
faith by supplying Scripture-based 
responses to common objections to 
Christianity. Through a unique narrative approach, author 
Mark A. Paustian gives engaging answers to frequently 
asked religious questions. Some of the topics in this 
volume include why bad things happen, different 
denominational interpretations of Scripture, abortion, 
miracles, evidence of God’s existence and Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus as myth, and moral 
absolutes. 
 More Prepared to Answer is a companion to 
“Prepared to Answer”. Some of the topics in this volume 
include feminism, modern views of sex and marriage, 

religion as viewed by science, and reincarnation. 
 The Theology of the Cross is a book on Christian 
doctrine that reminds readers that all biblical doctrine 
relates to Scripture’s central teaching that God sent his 
Son to save lost sinners. The Old and New Testaments 
make it clear that our salvation is found in the cross of 
Christ. However, there is a seeming paradox between the 
theology of the cross and the theology of glory. Sinful 
people tend to overlook the cross and its demands and, 
instead, focus on the glory that they think they should now 
enjoy because they call themselves Christians. This ia a 
matter of urgent concern. Author Daniel M. Deutschlander 
helps us to see Christ’s cross as our cross. He reminds us 
that our good works have no value for our salvation. Yet 
good works are valuable as fruits of faith done out of 
gratitude to God for his gift of salvation. It deepens our 
understanding and appreciation for God’s gift of life in 
Christ. It warns us of Satan’s efforts to turn us from Christ 
to ourselves. It comforts us with the assurance that the 
cross of Christ leads to heavenly glory. 
 Bible—God’s Inspired, Inerrant Word Parish 
pastor author Brian Keller uses Scripture to discuss topics 
such as what the Bible is and what it isn’t, why God gave 
us the Bible and how it is useful, and what the Bible says 
and how it points to Christ. In addition, this book offers 
reliable information on when the Bible was written and by 
whom, how the Bible was passed on to us and how we 
know that the Bible is different from all other books, why 
the Bible has been translated and what the differences are 
between modern translations of the Bible, and how to read 
and understand the Bible and what Bible study tools are 
most helpful. The author also addresses many of the 
modern errors about the Bible and shows how they 
contradict what the Bible says about itself. 

��


