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ETERNAL LOVE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

  

FOR OUR GUESTS 

Thank you for being here. During your visit today, you will see and hear what we’re all 
about: God’s eternal love for us through his Son, Jesus Christ! Any directions for speaking 
or singing, standing or sitting, will be indicated in this folder or projected on the wall in 
front of you. 

Restrooms: are available just outside the chapel doors down the hallway to the left. 

Nursery:  We encourage families to worship together. If an adult needs to step out of the 
chapel briefly with a child, the nursery is provided just outside the chapel near 
the restrooms.  

For Kids:  Activity sheets for young children are available on the bulletin table. Small bags 
with quiet activity items hang near the table.  

 

ABOUT OUR WORSHIP SERIES: OPEN DOOR POLICIES 

When a wayward child wanders far from home, how does a loving parent pursue them 
without driving them further away? One thing that parent does is let the child know that there 
is an ongoing open-door policy. The child knows they will always be welcomed back home. 
Likewise, when we wander from God, he always keeps his door open for us. But God doesn’t 
just passively wait for us to return. He lovingly pursues sinners in ways that make them long 
for home. 

TODAY’S THEME: ONE STANDS; EVERYONE ELSE SITS 

Normally in a family everyone must do their part. . . pitch in. . . pull their weight. In God’s 
family, he assigns and accepts the work of one on behalf of all. In God’s house, God’s 
Son—our brother, Jesus—stands alone on the field of battle against our enemies in our 
place. He fights vicariously. He fights victoriously.  

This week we see one man, Jesus Christ, stand against Satan. We simply sit and watch with 
eyes full of wonder and repentant faith. Because Christ fought that battle as one of us, he 
won that battle for all of us. The door to heaven stands wide open for those who believe in 
him. 
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OPENING HYMN 721 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

 

 

 

 
 

STAND 

 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: The Word of God urges us to confess to the Lord all 
the evil that is in us. This is something we ought to be always doing with a heart full of 
humility and penitence. But we should especially do so when we gather for worship. So 
come with me now to God's throne of grace, and let us confess our sins together. 
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Almighty and merciful Father, we confess that we have wandered from your way 
like lost sheep. We have followed our own sinful desires, and have disobeyed your 
laws. We have done things you have forbidden, and we have ignored things you 
have commanded. We are sinful by nature. Lord, show us mercy. You promised to 
do this for Jesus' sake. Amen.  

 

ABSOLUTION 

Having confessed your sins before Almighty God, be strengthened in faith, remembering 
that he does not want any sinner to die, but would rather have him turn from his evil ways 
and live. God has commanded his called ministers to declare the forgiveness of sins to all 
who are penitent. Rest assured, therefore, that your sins have been covered up by the 
blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ, your Savior. May God's peace be with you.  
Amen. 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
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THE WORD 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
Mighty God and Father, our Lord Jesus walked into the wilderness to face the devil’s 
temptations, but he did not succumb to Satan’s lies or falter in his resolve to save the 
world from the prison of hell. Bolster our faith by his mighty victory that we may battle 
against the forces of evil with courage and confidence; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 

 

PSALM Psalm 91D – On Eagle’s Wings 
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FIRST READING 1 Samuel 17:4–11, 32–40, 45–49 
David’s victory over Goliath is as much a spiritual victory as a military one.  

It teaches us that the battle is the Lord’s. 

  4A challenger who represented the Philistines came out from the camp of the 
Philistines. He was named Goliath of Gath. He was nine feet, six inches tall. 5He had a 
bronze helmet on his head, and he wore scaled body armor, which was made of more 
than one hundred pounds of bronze. 6He had bronze greaves on his shins and a bronze 
spear slung between his shoulders. 7The shaft of his spear was like a weaver's beam, 
and his spearhead was made of fifteen pounds of iron. His shield bearer went out ahead 
of him. 
  8He would stand up and shout to the armies of Israel, “Why have you come out to 
line up in battle formation? I am a Philistine, and you are servants of Saul, aren't you? 
Choose a man to represent you, and let him come down to me. 9If he is able to fight 
with me and kill me, we will be your servants. But if I overcome him and kill him, you 
will become our servants, and you will serve us.” 10The Philistine would say, “I defy the 
ranks of Israel today! Give me a man, and we will fight each other!” 11When Saul and 
all Israel heard those words of the Philistine, they lost their courage and were terrified. 
… 
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 32David said to Saul, “Do not let anyone lose heart because of this Philistine! 
Your servant will go and fight him.” 
  33But Saul said to David, “You cannot go against this Philistine to fight with him, 
because you are just a boy, and he has been a warrior since he was a youth.” 
  34David said to Saul, “Your servant has been taking care of his father's sheep. When 
a lion or a bear came and took a lamb from the flock, 35I went after it and struck it and 
rescued the lamb out of its mouth. When the lion reared up against me, I grabbed it by 
its mane, struck it, and killed it. 36Your servant struck both the lion and the bear. This 
uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, since he has defied the ranks of the 
living God.” 37David added, “The LORD, who delivered me from the paw of the lion 
and from the paw of the bear, will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” 
 Saul said to David, “Go then! May the LORD be with you.” 38So Saul dressed David 
in his own gear. He placed a bronze helmet on his head and dressed him in scaled body 
armor. 39David strapped his sword over his gear. David tried to walk around in them, 
since he had never trained with this kind of equipment before. 
 David said to Saul, “I cannot go in these, because I have never trained with them.” 
So David took them off. 
  40Then David took his staff in his hand and picked five smooth stones out of the 
stream bed and put them into the pouch of his shepherd's bag. He took his sling in his 
hand and approached the Philistine. 
… 
  45Then David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with a sword, with a 
spear, and with a javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD of 
Armies, the God of the ranks of Israel, whom you have defied. 46Today the LORD 
will hand you over to me. I will strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will 
give the dead bodies of the army of the Philistines to the birds of the air and to the wild 
animals of the earth. Then all the earth will know that there is a God in Israel, 47and all 
those gathered here will know that the LORD does not save with sword and 
spear, for the battle belongs to the LORD, and he will deliver you into our hand.” 
  48Then, when the Philistine started advancing to attack David, David ran quickly 
toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. 49David put his hand into his bag, took a 
stone from it, shot it from his sling, and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone 
sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown to the ground. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



9 

SECOND READING Hebrews 4:14–16 
Jesus has stood in our place, facing temptation that we have faced. Yet he did not sin. 

  14Therefore, since we have a great high priest, who has gone through the heavens, 
namely, Jesus the Son of God, let us continue to hold on to our confession. 15For we do 
not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who 
has been tempted in every way, just as we are, yet was without sin. 16So let us approach 
the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

STAND 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 1 John 3:8 
Sung by the minister. 

Refrain: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God. 
 

The reason the Son of God appeared  
was to destroy the devil’s work. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God.   

 
Refrain 
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GOSPEL Luke 4:1–13 
Jesus overcomes Satan’s temptations, winning the victory for us. 

  1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in 
the wilderness, 2where he was tempted by the Devil for forty days. He did not eat 
anything during those days. When they came to an end, he was hungry. 3The Devil said 
to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 
  4Jesus answered him, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word of God.’*” 
  5The Devil led him up to a high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world in a moment of time. 6The Devil told him, “I will give you all this power and the 
glory of these kingdoms, because it has been entrusted to me, and I can give it to 
anyone I want. 7So, if you worship me, it will all be yours.” 
  8Jesus answered him, “It is written: ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and serve 
him only.’†” 
  9The Devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the pinnacle of the temple. 
“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here, 10because it is 
written: 

He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you, 
11and they will lift you up with their hands, 
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.”‡ 

  12Jesus answered him, “It says: ‘You shall not test the Lord your God.’§” 
  13When the Devil had finished every temptation, he left him until an opportune time. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

BE SEATED 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE Young children are invited to the front for a brief devotion. 

 
* Deuteronomy 8:3 
† Deuteronomy 6:13 
‡ Psalm 91:11,12 
§ Deuteronomy 6:16 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 863 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

SERMON Luke 4:1–13 

"It Is Written!" 

1.  The temptation to doubt God's saving love.   
2.  The temptation to doubt God's saving ways.   
3.  The temptation to doubt God's faithfulness. 
 

STAND 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Lord Jesus Christ, you are our refuge and fortress, our God, in whom we trust. You 
defeated Satan’s schemes and won the victory for us. Help us when we are tempted and 
give us your grace to help us in every time of need. 
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
  
Look on those who are in Satan’s clutches, bound in sin and unable to free themselves. 
With your powerful Word, drive Satan from them, bring their hearts to life with your Holy 
Spirit and give them freedom in your victory.  
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
  
Satan, the ancient serpent, seeks to lead the whole world astray. Govern and guide the 
leaders of the nations. Guard them against selfish ambition. Work through their flawed 
efforts to establish and maintain peace. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
  
Look on Christians around the world who face temptations, trials and persecutions because 
of their faith. Keep them from all harm and danger. You know our human weakness and 
you are sympathetic to all our hurts and needs. Have mercy on all those who suffer in 
pain, weakness or illness. 
  
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.  
  
Listen, Lord, to the thoughts and cares of our hearts. 
  
Silent prayer. 
  
In your holy name we pray,  
Amen. 
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OFFERING 

The members of Eternal Love congregation have joined together to do the Lord's work in this city 
and around the world. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports 
our church's ministry. If being here today was a blessing to you and you would like to 
support our ministry, you can scan here and enter your phone number or email address 
to donate. (Members, please use a phone number or email address that is currently on 
file with the church). 

During this time, we ask that everyone take part in completing the worship register. Please fill in 
the requested information and pass the booklet to the end of the row. Thank you!   

OFFERING SONG How Great Is Our God 
By Chris Tomlin 

 

HYMN 819 If God Himself Be for Me, sts. 1–2, 7 
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STAND 

 
Heavenly Father, have mercy on us who are tempted. We cannot stand in battles or 
dangers unless you fight by our side, defending us with your sword of the Spirit, covering 
us with the shield of faith, and hiding us under the shadow of your wings. You created us 
in your image. Renew that image in us, and preserve us pure and spotless, that our bodies 
may be your holy temple, and our souls a sanctuary where your holy Spirit, the Spirit of 
love and holiness, dwells. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING Ephesians 6:10; Numbers 6:24-26 

Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

HYMN 924 Abide, O Dearest Jesus 
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