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a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

FOR OUR GUESTS 
Thank you for being here. During your visit today, you will see and hear what we’re all 
about: God’s eternal love for us through his Son, Jesus Christ! Any directions for speaking 
or singing, standing, or sitting will be indicated in this folder or projected on the wall in 
front of you. 

• Restrooms are available just outside the chapel doors down the hallway to the left. 

• If you have young children with you today, great! We encourage families to worship 
together. We do have a nursery area available just outside the chapel near the 
bathrooms, if you feel the need to step out of worship with your child for a moment. 
Activity sheets for your child are available from the ushers as well. 

WORSHIP THEME: THE SAVIOR’S SERMON 
The Greek word epiphany means “appearance.” In the first half of this church season 
called Epiphany, we saw Jesus appear on the scene, beginning his ministry. He calls his 
disciples. It is not long before large crowds start following Jesus around Galilee. So, in the 
second half of this season Jesus is going to teach us what it means to be one of his 
followers. Jesus does this through the most famous sermon of all time. It is not delivered 
while standing in a pulpit but while sitting on a hill. Elevated above the crowd, Jesus’ 
voice would carry through the air. His followers hung on his every word as the Christ 
talked about living an authentic Christian life. It is called the Sermon on the Mount. 

THEME OF THE DAY: TRUST IN GOD’S STRENGTH 
Jesus begins the Sermon on the Mount with a series of blessings. “Blessed are…” Jesus 
says, again and again. In the Latin translation of the Bible called the Vulgate, these all 
begin with the word “beati” which translates as “blessed” or “happy.” Thus, this portion 
of the sermon is often called “The Beatitudes.” It had to give Jesus’ listeners pause. For 
what Jesus calls blessed, the world never would. The world praises the strong and the 
self-sufficient. Jesus calls blessed what others would see as weak or stupid. But, like any 
good preacher, Jesus is trying to drive home one crucial point. The weaker you are, the 
more ready you are to rely on God’s strength. The more difficult your present 
circumstances, the likelier you are to yearn for future reward. 

All the readings for today teach this truth. We have no real strength or wisdom of our 
own. But we don’t need it. Because God’s strength is enough to give the kingdom of 
heaven to the humble and poor in spirit.  
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OPENING HYMN                 Jesus Paid It All 
                       Stand for st. 4 

 

 

 

 
 

 

INVOCATION  Based on Psalm 1 

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way 
of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  

But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and 
night.  

He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose 
leaf does not wither.  

Whatever he does prospers.  

Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away.  
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Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the assembly 
of the righteous.  

For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,  

but the way of the wicked will perish. 

In the name of the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

BE SEATED 

CONFESSION OF SINS   

Heavenly Father, we are unworthy to stand in your presence for we have sinned. But do 
not turn us away. Have mercy on us as we make our sincere confession. 

Holy and merciful God, we have broken your Law repeatedly in our thoughts, 
words, and actions, doing the evil you forbid and failing to do the good you 
command. We are guilty and deserve your punishment. But we appeal to your 
great mercy and ask you to forgive us for Jesus' sake. 

ABSOLUTION 

As a called servant of God, I announce to you this Good News: God has had mercy on 
us and has sent his Son to bear the punishment and curse of our sin. Jesus Christ, our 
Savior, has lived, died, and risen again to purchase complete forgiveness of all sins. Their 
record is erased in the blood of Christ. I forgive you in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

Now rejoice and live in peace. 

THE WORD 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, and in all our dangers 
and needs stretch out the right hand of your majesty to help and defend us; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING  Zephaniah 2:3; 3:11-13 
The LORD promises that those who are humble, who trust in his strength 

rather than their own, will not be put to shame.  

3 Seek the LORD, all you humble people of the earth who 
have carried out his commands. Seek righteousness. Seek 
humility. Maybe then you will be sheltered in the day of 
the LORD’s anger. 

11 In that day you will no longer bear the shame of your 
rebellions against me. Then I will remove the proud boasters 
from among you, and you will never again be arrogant on my 
holy hill. 12 But I will leave among you the people who are 
humble and weak. They will seek refuge in the name of 
the LORD. 13 The Israelites who remain will no longer act 
unjustly. They will not lie, and a deceitful tongue will not be 
found in their mouth. Instead, they will graze peacefully like 
sheep and lie down. No one will terrify them. 

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
Paul points the Corinthians to their own circumstances as an 
example of how God’s strength is made perfect in weakness. 

26 For example, consider your call, brothers. Not many of 
you were wise from a human point of view, not many were 
powerful, and not many were born with high status. 27 But 
God chose the foolish things of the world to put to shame 
those who are wise. God chose the weak things of the world 
to put to shame the things that are strong, 28 and God chose 
the lowly things of the world and the despised things, and the 
things that are not, to do away with the things that are, 29 so 
that no one may boast before God. 30 But because of him you 
are in Christ Jesus, who became for us the wisdom from 
God, namely, our righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption. 31 God did this so that, just as it is written, “Let 
the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Young children may come forward for a brief devotion. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                   He Will Hold Me Fast 
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SERMON Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up onto a mountain. 
When he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 He opened his 
mouth and began to teach them. He said these things: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
  because theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
  because they will be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the gentle, 
  because they will inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, 
  because they will be filled. 
 
7 Blessed are the merciful, 
  because they will receive mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
  because they will see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
  because they will be called sons of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, 
  because theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you 
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of 
me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 
heaven. In fact, that is how they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.” 
 

Blessed…Because  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
  He ascended into heaven 
    and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy Christian Church, 
      the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

 
OFFERING 

The members of Eternal Love congregation have joined together to do the Lord's work in 
this city and around the world. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering 
which supports our church's ministry. However, we do ask that everyone take part in 
completing the worship register. Please sign and fill in the requested information and pass 
the booklet to the end of the row. 
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OFFERING SONG Whom Shall I Fear (God of Angel Armies) 
By Chris Tomlin 

You hear me when I call 
You are my morning song 
Though darkness fills the night 
It cannot hide the light 

Whom shall I fear? 

You crush the enemy 
Underneath my feet 
You are my sword and shield 
Though troubles linger still 

Whom shall I fear? 

I know who goes before me 
I know who stands behind 

The God of angel armies 
Is always by my side 

The one who reigns forever 
He is a friend of mine 

The God of angel armies 
Is always by my side 

My strength is in your name 
For you alone can save 
You will deliver me 
Yours is the victory 

Whom shall I fear? 
Whom shall I fear? 

And nothing formed against me shall stand 
You hold the whole world in your hands 
I'm holding on to your promises 

You are faithful 
You are faithful 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which 
we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

Through your powerful Word, work in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion 
and provide answers when we doubt. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in 
your promises and our desire to live according to your will. 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who 
sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and 
persecution.   

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. 
Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills 
and lasting joy. Encourage many to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel 
or for other useful and noble work in this life. 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.   

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all 
who are afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving, 
and comfort the mourners who miss someone they loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us 
patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and 
wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever. 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

STAND 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 
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HYMN               Not What My Hands Have Done  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 
 

BLESSING Based on 1 Thessalonians 5:16-28 

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances. Test everything. Hold 
on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil. May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you 
through and through. May your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

Amen. 

 

 

HYMN                  Lead Me, Lord 
We will sing this closing hymn two times. 
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Scripture Readers: Paul Mose (8:00 am) and Tim Kruse (10:45 am) 

 
Jesus Paid It All   

Text: Elvina M. Hall, 1820–1889 Tune: John T. Grape, 1835–1915 Text and tune: Public domain. 

He Will Hold Me Fast 
Text (sts. 1–2): Matt Merker, b. 1984, alt.; (sts. 1, Ref, 2): Ada Habershon, 1861–1918; (st. 3): Matt Merker, b. 1984 Tune: 
Matt Merker, b. 1984 Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain Text (sts. Ref, 3) and tune: © 2013 Getty Music Publishing and Matt 
Merker, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703840. 

Not What My Hands Have Done  
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, abr.  Tune: George W. Martin, 1828–1881, alt. Text and tune: Public domain 

Lead Me, Lord   
Text: Psalm 4:8; 5:8 Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–1876 Text and tune: Public domain. 

Holy Bible 
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 
www.wartburgproject.org   

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 
Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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920.285.1068 
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Kara Krull, Wee Love Director & Teacher 
   920.858.3933 
   Kara.Krull@eternal-love.org 

Rebecca Fleming, Office Manager 
920.749.9744 
Office.Manager@eternal-love.org   


