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a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

FOR OUR GUESTS 

Thank you for being here. During your visit today, you will see and hear what we’re all 
about: God’s eternal love for us through his Son, Jesus Christ! Any directions for speaking 
or singing, standing, or sitting will be indicated in this folder or projected on the wall in 
front of you. 

• Restrooms are available just outside the chapel doors down the hallway to the left. 

• If you have young children with you today, great! We encourage families to worship 
together. We do have a nursery area available just outside the chapel near the 
bathrooms, if you feel the need to step out of worship with your child for a moment. 
Activity sheets for your child are available from the ushers as well. 

PENTECOST SEASON SEVEN-WEEK SERMON SERIES:  HARD TRUTH 

As Jesus teaches, he challenges conventional wisdom. When the truth is hard to hear, the 
first temptation is to deny it. But Jesus, true God, speaks the truth and does not lie. The 
second temptation is to ignore it. But to ignore the truth he gives us is to forfeit the 
eternal life he offers us through him. So, confronted by hard truths, we humbly take to 
heart what Jesus says. 

THEME OF THE DAY: THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS BRINGS DIVISION 

We often divide humanity into groupings: this ethnic group versus that one, men versus 
women, or the wealthy versus the poor. Yet, God’s law applies to all, convicts all of sin, 
and brings death to all. But even more, through the good news of Jesus and through faith 
in him, sin is forgiven and the sting of death removed. Therefore, God’s Word produces 
the only people grouping that ultimately matters: believers and unbelievers.  

As a result of this division by faith, those who embrace the gospel in faith will inevitably 
face hostility and opposition. Following Jesus will come at a price. Yet he promises us our 
perseverance will be rewarded!  

Therefore…be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the Lord’s work, because you 
know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58). 
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OPENING HYMN              Christ Is the World’s Light  
Stand for stanza four. 
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In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

CONFESSION 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 
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GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
The congregation sings the refrains.  

 

 
 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory.    Refrain 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
of the world; have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive 
our prayer.    Refrain 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Amen.    Refrain 

 

THE WORD 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we come into your 
presence and offer true and faithful service. Grant that our worship on earth may always 
be pleasing to you, and in the life to come give us the fulfillment of what you have 
promised; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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FIRST READING   Jeremiah 23:23-29 
 God through his Word powerfully divides fact from fiction, truth from falsehood.  

 

23Am I a God who is only nearby, declares the LORD,  
and not a God far away?  
24Can anyone hide in secret places  
so that I cannot see him? declares the LORD.  
Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the LORD.  

25I have heard what the prophets who prophesy lies in my 
name have said. They say, “I have had a dream! I have had a 
dream!” 26How long will this be in the hearts of these lying 
prophets? These prophets proclaim the fantasies of their own 
hearts. 27They think they can make my people forget my name 
with the dreams each one tells his neighbor, the way their 
fathers forgot my name because of Baal. 28Let the prophet 
who has a dream tell his dream. But let the one who has my 
word speak my word faithfully.  

What has chaff to do with grain? declares the LORD. 29Is 
not my word like a fire? declares the LORD, and like a hammer 
that breaks a rock in pieces? 

 
  



7 
 

SECOND READING Hebrews 12:1-13 
In the struggle against hardship, we endure it as loving discipline, focusing on Jesus. 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us get rid of every burden and the sin that so easily 
ensnares us, and let us run with patient endurance the race that is laid 
out for us. 2Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who is the author of 
our faith and the one who brings it to its goal. In view of the joy set 
before him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has 
taken his seat at the right hand of God’s throne. 3Carefully consider 
him who endured such hostility against himself from sinful people, so 
that you do not grow weary and lose heart.  

4You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood in 
your fight against sin. 5Have you also forgotten the encouragement 
that addresses you as sons?  

My son, do not regard the Lord’s discipline lightly,  
and do not become weary of his correction.  
6For the Lord disciplines the one whom he loves,  
and he corrects every son he accepts.  

7Endure suffering as discipline. God is dealing with you as sons. Is 
there a son whose father does not discipline him? 8If you are not 
disciplined (and all of us have received it), then you are illegitimate 
children and not sons. 9In addition, we have earthly fathers who 
disciplined us, and we respected them. Should we not submit even 
more to the Father of the spirits and live? 10They disciplined us for a 
little while, according to what seemed best to them, but God 
disciplines us for our good, so that we may have a share in his 
holiness. 11No discipline seems pleasant when it is happening, but 
painful, yet later it yields a peaceful harvest of righteousness for those 
who have been trained by it.  

12Therefore strengthen your weak hands and feeble knees, 13and 
make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be 
dislocated but rather healed.  
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Young children may come forward for a brief devotion. 

HYMN OF THE DAY             O Holy Spirit, Enter In 
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SERMON Luke 12:49-53 

49“I came to throw fire on the earth, and how I wish 
it were already ignited. 50But I have a baptism to 
undergo, and how distressed I am until it is finished! 
51Do you think that I came to bring peace on the earth? 
No, I tell you, but rather division. 52Yes, from now on 
there will be five divided in one household: three against 
two, and two against three. 53They will be divided: father 
against son, and son against father; mother against 
daughter, and daughter against mother; mother-in-law 
against her daughter-in-law, and daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law.”  

Jesus Unites Us to Endure Division  

STAND 

CONFESSION OF FAITH     Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer 

What does it mean when we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Your will be done on earth as in 
heaven”? 
 
God’s good and gracious will certainly is done without our prayer, but we pray in 
this petition that it may be done among us also. 
 
How is God’s will done? 
 
God’s will is done when he breaks and defeats every evil plan and purpose of the 
devil, the world, and our sinful flesh, which try to prevent us from keeping God’s 
name holy and letting his kingdom come. And God’s will is done when he 
strengthens and keeps us firm in his Word and in the faith as long as we live. This is 
his good and gracious will. 

BE SEATED 
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HYMN What God Ordains Is Always Good st. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 
     

 

OFFERING 
The members of Eternal Love congregation have joined together to do the Lord's 
work in this city and around the world. Guests need not feel obligated to 
participate in this offering which supports our church's ministry. However, we do 
ask that everyone take part in completing the connection card. Whether you are 
worshiping in person or watching online, please fill it out now or later at 
www.eternal-love.org/onlineworship or scan the provided QR code to do so now. 

 
  

http://www.eternal-love.org/onlineworship
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OFFERING SONG     Cornerstone 
By Hillsong 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 

But wholly trust in Jesus name 
My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 

But wholly trust in Jesus name 
 

Christ alone, Cornerstone 
Weak made strong in the Savior's love 

Through the storm, He is Lord 
Lord of all 

 
When darkness seems to hide His face 

I rest on His unchanging grace 
In every high and stormy gale 

My anchor holds within the veil 
My anchor holds within the veil 

 
Christ alone, Cornerstone 

Weak made strong in the Savior's love 
Through the storm, He is Lord 

Lord of all 
 

When He shall come with trumpet sound 
Oh may I then in Him be found 

Dressed in His righteousness alone 
Faultless stand before the throne 

 
Christ alone, Cornerstone 

Weak made strong in the Savior's love 
Through the storm, He is Lord 

Lord of all 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The minister speaks the prayer of the church, concluding with the phrase:  

…through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

STAND 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING Based on Numbers 6 

The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The LORD look on you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen. 

BE SEATED  
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CLOSING HYMN  Christ, Be My Leader st. 1, 3 
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Christ Is the World’s Light  

(Christian Worship [‘93] Hymn 343) Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000, alt. © 1969 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 
60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Tune: Public domain. Setting: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 
permission. .OneLicense no. 703840.  

Glory to God in the Highest 
 Tune: Marty Haugen Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703840. 

O Holy Spirit, Enter In 
Text and tune: Public domain. 

Third Petition of the Lord’s Prayer 
    Adapted from Luther, M. (2019). Luther’s Catechism: The Small Catechism of Dr. Martin Luther, Evangelical Heritage 

Version (p. 7). Northwestern Publishing House. 

What God Ordains Is Always Good 
Text: Samuel Rodigast, 1649-1708, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: Severus Gastorius, 1646-1682. Text and 
tune: Public domain. 

Cornerstone 
By Edward Mote, Eric Liljero, Jonas Myrin, Reuben Morgan, William Batchelder Bradbury. © 2011 Hillsong MP Songs 
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing), Hillsong 
Music Publishing UK (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing). Used by permission: CCLI 1180837. 

Christ, Be My Leader 
Text: © 1964, ren. 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703840 Tune: Public domain 

Holy Bible 
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 
www.wartburgproject.org    
 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 
Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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CONTACT US 

Dave Pries, Pastor  
920.285.1068 
Pastor.Pries@eternal-love.org 

Dave Backus, Pastor 
920.716.7987 
Pastor.Backus@eternal-love.org 

Kara Krull, Wee Love Director & Teacher 
      920.858.3933 
      Kara.Krull@eternal-love.org 

Rebecca Fleming, Office Manager 
920.749.9744 
Office.Manager@eternal-love.org   


